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Abstract
Work-family research implicitly carries an urban bias which often frames and universalizes the experiences of workers across the globe. Consequently, the intersections of work and family life among rural populations across the globe is often ‘side-lined’ in the mainstream literature. This study argues that there is a need to shift attention to workers and their families in rural societies, where the organisational, professional and urban-centred focus of work-family research is yet to penetrate. Based on 15 in-depth interviews with rural working women in Western Ghana, this study investigates how rurality informs working mothers work-family enrichment experiences and how they contextualise their enrichment experiences of combining work and family. The study emphasises the changing nature and complexity of paid work and its relation with family expectations in a culturally-scripted traditional society. Again, the study sheds new light on the importance of ‘context’ in shaping working mothers’ experiences of work-family intersections as well as culturally-sensitive approaches for studying work-family in non-Western societies.
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