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          The idea of belonging is central to our understanding of how students and staff give meaning to their lives, experiences and participation in Higher Education (Marsh et al. 2007). Developing a sense of belonging is an ongoing process that involves membership in, or exclusion from, a wide variety of different groups during the course of our lives.  Othering, on the other hand encompasses the processes by which ‘the normative and the deviant, centres and margins, core and periphery and the powerful and the powerless are identified and differentiated’ (Ozbilgin and Woodward, 2004).  Othering can be projected to any individual or group to challenge their status, competence, and authority and disqualify them from membership to a learning or professional community.
This stream invites theoretical and empirical papers that unravel constructions and practices of belonging and othering from the perspectives of students and staff, and address the implications for diversity and equality in Higher Education institutions. We welcome papers that address gender, ethnicity, disability, sexuality, class, socio-economic status, creed and age and issues relating to exclusion and student-identity construction; curriculum design, participation and belonging; achievement/ under-achievement and othering, parenting/caring and belonging in Higher Education;  othering and career progression; internationalisation and inclusion of students and staff; social life and othering in higher education institutions. 
We also welcome international contributions that move away from 'traditional' social categories and are concerned with new ways of belonging and othering,  that transcend physical and virtual boundaries within the globally connected world.  Potential themes could include distant learners’ identities and belonging; the ‘colonisation’ of higher education, belonging and transnational professional or student identities. 
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Publication plans: Papers presented may be eligible to a special issue of the Journal of Studies in Higher Education. Another potential outlet is a proposal for an edited book to be published by Edward Elgar or Palgrave Macmillan.
