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Stream outline:

This Stream invites papers that seek to contribute to scientific knowledge by providing additional cross-national (or cross-cultural) empirical evidence on how diversity management is being implemented within the creative industries of the specific macroeconomic contexts. 
The knowledge-based or creative industries are very important institutions in the modern development context, largely because of the enormous multipliers that are embedded in them and, particularly, also as a means of social, cultural and economic development (see Chen and Dahlman, 2005). These industries are characterized by a production or operating system that requires highly-skilled and talented human resources to create, develop, or manufacture the required goods and services, e.g. new software programs, gene-based treatments for various diseases, a plethora of media products (including movies, sound recordings, books or textual materials, etc) that basically promote knowledge and culture. Consequently, the knowledge-based economies generally tend to thrive by leveraging on information, knowledge and robust competencies of the populace or human resource (see Garduno and Pietrucha, 2003). In the contemporary century, it has been discerned that a successful transition by nations to the knowledge-based or creative industries is a surer guarantee of economic prosperity. Thus, it has also been suggested that the developing countries, for example, can effectively diversify and transform their often impoverished and underdeveloped economies by the adoption of symmetrical national development strategies that primarily harness knowledge-based industries and the endowment of intellectual (or intangible) property assets for sustainable economic growth and social development (see WIPO, 2003; IP Academy, Singapore, 2003; OECD, 2005; Kamath, 2009; Gurry, 2009). Contributions to this track should therefore focus on any, or combinations, of the varying sub-themes that are subsumed in the above perspectives and policy strategies that could facilitate strategic capacity building and development programming in the various countries of the world, and especially in the emerging markets.    

Possible themes include:
Within the framework of the above Stream title and conceptual elaboration, the wider scope and coverage of this Stream outline could further encompass general and specific patterns and trends of development that pertain to the knowledge-based or creative industries across world regions and specific countries of the world; intellectual property; intellectual property rights; associated challenges (e.g. of copyright and intellectual property research/studies, such as are directly related to methodology and measurement); the prevailing regimes of administrative and legislative actions in the various regions of the world; availability and status of international alliances that might have also facilitated the latest efforts across the globe to promote awareness and consciousness about intellectual property rights as well as the wider role of intellectual property in development; the various contemporary and specific challenges of institution building, capacity development and/or researching into issues of intellectual property and copyright as well as proactive clinical suggestions and recommendations about the way forward (see WIPO, 2003; WIPO, 2005). 
Key words: diversity management; the knowledge economy; knowledge-based industries; creative industries; cultural industries; copyright-based industries; growth industries; intellectual property; intellectual property rights; intangible property; intellectual capital; development futures.   
Publications plans
The United Nations World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), for example, (and/or some other relevant agencies of the United Nations) will be explored for the possible publication of the output of the proceedings of this Stream on the theme of ‘Diversity Management in the Creative Industries’ – given the enormous potential of this Stream to generate formative knowledge on the subject matter field as well as for the necessary international development of such growth industries, among others.  
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