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Gender issues in relation to women and health are gender related health problems and morbidity risks, and women’s access to actual use of health services. Also the fact that women live longer than men (life expectancy for women is 74.4 years and 69.5 years for men in 2009), Turkey is still far behind the developed countries where women and men get equal services. A significant decrease can be observed regarding the total fertility rate; however the total fertility rate varies by the level of education, place of settlement, and region. The highest rate is four lowest one is less than two children. Almost all ever-married and married women knew at least one family planning method. Out of 100 pregnancies, 21 did not result in a live birth and of this number 11 were induced abortions. Officially married women need to the consent of their spouses to terminate a pregnancy, which is allowed by Turkish law.    

Maternal mortality rate was 28.5 per 100.000 live births: 40.4 in rural and 20.7 in urban areas.  Delivering babies in health institutions were 79 per cent in 2003. However one pregnant woman out of five still did not receive pre-natal care and one delivery out of six took place without the assistance of a health personnel. The infant mortality rate was 29 per 1.000 live births in 2003, while under-5 child mortality was 37. These rates vary by area and region. 

31.7 per cent of women got married under the age of 18 in Turkey. Practices such as early marriages, a second wife and ‘berdel’ can still be encountered although they are forbidden by law. Health problems of disabled women are another area that should be addressed. 
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