‘Imagine all the (engineering) people’
A comparison between teenagers’ and popular media’s images of engineers 

‘Make a picture of someone working in Science, Engineering or Technology’. ‘Describe your ideal working life day in twenty years time’. In making vocational choices, teenagers compare images they have of a typical person in a specific job (‘prototypes’) with their (ideal) self image: if these images fit closely together, they are more likely to choose that job than if there is a big gap between their self image and the prototype (Rommes, Overbeek et al. 2007). In this paper we will investigate how similar or different these prototypes are for teenagers from Spain, Sweden, Germany, Austria, France, the Slovak Republic and the Netherlands. Moreover, we will explore to what extent these differences could result from differences in images in amongst youth popular media, such as youth magazines. This work is part of the EU project ‘Promoting positive images of Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) in young people under gender perspective’ (Motivation).
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