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Abstract:

It has been widely investigated in which barriers exist for the participation of women in computer sciences in north western cultures and countries - and which partially are also dissolving. Still the numbers of female students in computing here are declining: We know that part of the reason is the negative image of the geeks and nerds in computer culture, which on the other side form a minority within the profession. But it turns out that in the world’s east and especially in the middle-east computing is connected with meanings of social competences and convenience, resulting in a high female participation. 
In this paper I will first show figures about the high percentages of females in computer science, especially within Arabic countries. I will try to figure out structural and symbolic reasons for this fact and for the differences to our cultures. 

Trying to transfer the positive gendered connotations of computing within the eastern countries also to us, I will return to the German situation and to possibilities of change. It has turned out that the direct way of women’s as well as of institutional efforts to change the situation is doomed to failure within the existing power structures. Therefore it seems to be more successful to attach such concerns to existing problems and well known deficits of computer science and software production, the communities and producers respectively. Our actual project “world views in computer science” investigates in the world views existing in computer science and its teaching. There we are conducting interviews and group discussions as well as mind scripting in order to get to know the students’ views on the world, technology, humans, the man-machine relations, users, society, the own profession and work. I will explain how the world views are reflected in computer science, curricula, software production processes and the products, and how according to our prospective findings, this whole complex conglomerate might be de-gendered, also to the better of computing. 
