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Abstract

Literacy is a key to development. The developed countries of the world have higher literacy rates than developing countries. A literate person contributes much towards socio-economic development of a country. Literacy has been declared the basic right of every individual irrespective of gender, ethnic, racial, religious and economic differences. If female education is ignored, it means that almost 50 percent of the population will not be a part of mainstream for the development of a country. This paper presents an analysis of gender diversity in literacy status of South Asian countries with particular focus on Pakistan. It is evident that in majority of South Asian countries like Pakistan, India, Bangladesh and Nepal, male literacy rate is higher than female literacy rate. An attempt is made to find out the major reasons of low literacy rate among female population. In Pakistan the situation of female literacy is even worse. The paper also presents an analysis of government efforts to enhance literacy rate in Pakistan. It is concluded that the targets fixed by the government to enhance literacy rate particularly of female literacy in Pakistan have not been fully achieved. The government will have to put more efforts to achieve EFA goal of 86 % literacy rate by the year 2015. It is recommended that public awareness, capacity building and commitment on the part of the government is essential to minimize gender diversity in literacy enhancement in the country.
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