
Minorities and Media: Suspencional relationship

1.+ 2.: Purpose and Approach

European Mainstream Medias focus disproportionatly on bad news and conflicts, while minorities (here: Muslims) feel disregarded (Mahsood:2006). In this viewpoint I add my personal expericence as a journalist and point out consequences of the developement.
3. : Findings 
European mainstream media focus on harassment, conflict and wars. Simultaneously they  push away subjects of social dialogue, best practice etc. Bad news seems to attract alertness and obviously benefits audiance rates, but also deforms the perception of the audience. This side affect is mostly missed by editors. Some totally ignore the medias deep impact forming „public opinion“ and social communication.  

Following economic ambitions without relation to professional ethics media reporting influences personal and social perception: If dialogue between majority and ethnic or religious minorities is not visible in public, it is „non-existant“. If religious and cultural minoritities just appear in negative headlines they turn away which undermines social cohesion and deform the idea of „diversity“ in democratic societies. 

4.+ 5.: Research and practical implications:

Since years the dialogue of practicioners circles around this subject. To my notion scientific evaluation is badly needed. For instance:  Which are the deeper relations of media reponsibility and feelings of mortification of the audiance, of fixed roles of power (of speach) and powerlessness (to speak/to express), of public opinion and released opion? The main question arising is: If mainstream media increasingly reject their role as a „megaphone for civil society“ - whom or what do they represent instead?
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