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The Bedouin community in the Negev region in Israel suffers from high levels of poverty and unemployment. The main reasons for this are: cultural barriers, low level of education and lack of infrastructure. In this paper we develop patterns for economic development among the Bedouin community, together with policy tools required to make this development feasible. As part of our research, we first collected data regarding the economic and demographic attributes of the Bedouin population. We then used questionnaires and focus groups in order to identify the barriers of economic development within this population. As a conclusion to our findings, we suggest three patterns for future development: the first is based on local economic activities (with the goal of making employment accessible to women and unskilled workers); the second is based on regional economic development (with the goal of making employment accessible to unskilled workers); the third is based on integrating the Bedouin labor force into the regional labor market (with the goal of long term integration of skilled workers). We found that a combination of these three patterns of development is essential for integrating the Bedouin population into the Israeli economy. In order to make these patterns of development sustainable, we suggest three groups of policy tools: the first group focuses on relieving cultural and economic barriers by investing in education, infrastructure and professional training; the second group includes the establishment of various master projects by the local authority of the Bedouin community (i.e., a regional science center and a regional services center); the third group focuses on supporting various business projects (i.e., industrial parks and culture-based tourism). A combination of these three groups of policy tools may lead to higher economic integration, which will in turn improve the economic state among the Bedouin population.
